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beyond the figure suggested in the tariff, but to this he objected, on the 
ground that it would increase the inducements to smuggling. * * * 
I trust that the delusion that the opium trade now existing with China 
was ' extorted ' from that country by the British Ambassador may be 
finally dispelled." 25 



INTERNATIONAL OPIUM COMMISSION. 

Final resolutions, adopted February 26, 1909. 
Be it Eesolved: 

1. That the International Opium Commission recognizes the un- 
swerving sincerity of the government of China in their efforts to eradi- 
cate the production and consumption of opium throughout the Empire; 
the increasing body of public opinion among their own subjects by which 
these efforts are being supported; and the real, though unequal, progress 
already made in a task which is one of the greatest magnitude. 

2. That, in view of the action taken by the government of China in 
suppressing the practice of opium smoking, and by other governments 
to the same end, the International Opium Commission recommends that 
each delegation concerned move its own government to take measures 
for the gradual suppression of the practice of opium smoking in its own 
territories and possessions, with due regard to the varying circumstances 
of each country concerned. 

3. That the International Opium Commission finds that the use of 
opium in any form otherwise than for medical purposes is held by almost 
every participating country to be a matter for prohibition or for careful 
regulation; and that each country in the administration of its system 
of regulation purports to be aiming, as opportunity offers, at progres- 
sively increasing stringency. In recording these conclusions the Inter- 
national Opium Commission recognizes the wide variations between the 
conditions prevailing in the different countries, but it would urge on 
the attention of the governments concerned the desirability of a re- 
examination of their systems of regulation in the light of the experience 
of other countries dealing with the same problem. 

2« Times, October 25, 1886. 
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4. That the International Opium Commission finds that each govern- 
ment represented has strict laws which are aimed directly or indirectly 
to prevent the smuggling of opium, its alkaloids, derivatives and prepa- 
rations into their respective territories; in the judgment of the Inter- 
national Opium Commission it is also the duty of all countries to adopt 
reasonable measures to prevent at ports of departure the shipment of 
opium, its alkaloids, derivatives and preparations, to any country which 
prohibits the entry of any opium, its alkaloids, derivatives and prepa- 
rations. 

5. That the International Opium Commission finds that the unre- 
stricted manufacture, sale and distribution of morphine already con- 
stitute a grave danger, and that the morphine habit shows signs of 
spreading; the International Opium Commission, therefore, desiies to 
urge strongly on all governments that it is highly important that drastic 
measures should be taken by each government in its own territories and 
possessions to control the manufacture, sale and distribution of this drug, 
and also of such other derivatives of opium as may appear on scientific 
enquiry to be liable to similar abuse and productive of like ill effects. 

6. That as the International Opium Commission is not constituted 
in such a manner as to permit the investigation from a scientific point 
of view of anti-opium remedies and of the properties and effects of opium 
and its products, but deems such investigation to be of the highest im- 
portance, the International Opium Commission desires that each delega- 
tion shall recommend this branch of the subject to its own government 
for such action as that government may think necessary. 

7. That the International Opium Commission strongly urges all gov- 
ernments possessing concessions or settlements in China, which have not 
yet taken effective action toward the closing of opium divans in the said 
concessions and settlements, to take steps to that end, as soon as they 
may deem it possible, on the lines already adopted by several governments. 

8. That the International Opium Commission recommends strongly 
that each delegation move its government to enter into negotiations with 
the Chinese government with a view to effective and prompt measures 
being taken in the various foreign concessions and settlements in China 
for the prohibition of the trade and manufacture of such anti-opium 
remedies as contain opium or its derivatives. 

9. That the International Opium Commission recommends that each 
delegation move its government to apply its pharmacy laws to its subjects 
in the consular districts, concessions and settlements in China. 



